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Water Corporation - 
Hon Adele Farina, Deputy Chairman. 

Hon Nick Griffiths, Minister for Government Enterprises. 

Mr G. Meinck, Acting Chief Executive Officer. 

Mr M. Peacock, Chief Financial Officer. 

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:  On behalf of the Legislative Council Estimates Committee, I welcome the 
minister and the officers of the Water Corporation to today’s hearing.  Government agencies and departments 
have an important role and duty in assisting Parliament to scrutinise the budget papers on behalf of the people of 
Western Australia.  The committee values that assistance.   

It will greatly assist Hansard if when referring to the Budget Statements volumes or the consolidated fund 
estimates, members give the page number, item, program, amount and so on in preface to their questions.  If 
supplementary information is to be provided, it is to be delivered to the committee’s clerk within five working 
days of receipt of the questions.  An example of the required Hansard style for the documents has been provided 
to your advisers. 

The committee reminds agency representatives to respond to questions in a succinct manner and to limit the 
extent of personal observations.  For the benefit of members and Hansard, I ask the minister to introduce his 
advisers to the committee.   

At this time, I would ask each of the witnesses whether they have read, understood and completed the 
Information for Witnesses form.   

The WITNESSES:  Yes.   

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:  Do all the witnesses fully understand the meaning and effect of the provisions of 
that document?   

The WITNESSES:  Yes.   

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:  First, I advise that there were no questions on notice, so there are no answers to be 
distributed at this point.  Would the minister like to make an opening statement?   

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  No, thank you very much.   

[5.00 pm] 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  At page 1128 there is reference to $30.7 million to secure the supply of water to 
Perth and country areas.  What measures is the Government taking to ensure a sustainable water supply, first of 
all, for Perth, and, secondly, for regional Western Australia, given that there was also an expenditure last year of 
$56.8 million? 

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  The honourable member is referring to “projects focussing on securing water supply to 
Perth metropolitan and country areas with $30.7 million allocated for this purpose”.  Examples are given in the 
budget papers.  However, I will elaborate on that and provide further information.  There is the Stirling Dam 
upgrade, which is part of the Stirling-Harvey scheme; the construction of a tank in Sawyers Valley; the Yokine 
reservoir water quality management; and the Harris pump back.  In addition to that, there are the Coral Bay 
water supply investigations, the Harris water treatment plant, the Bridgetown town water supply - the Millstream 
dam raising, the Bridgetown town water supply and water treatment plant, and the Hopetoun town water supply - 
a desalination system. 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  Is it not true, from what the minister just expounded, that although the capacity has 
increased, not a drop of extra water has been made available to the metropolitan area?  

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  I have answered the member’s first question.  I disagree with the assertion he made in 
the second question.  A significant number of investments that were made last year have increased the amount 
available to the metropolitan area.  Examples of that are the Wokalup Creek Dam and Samson Dam, which were 
opened - I am trying to recall the month - in the past calendar year.   

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  Have they delivered water to Perth? 

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  Yes, they have.   

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  How much? 
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Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  Samson Dam has delivered in the region of five gigalitres and Wokalup Creek Dam 
has delivered in the region of eight gigalitres.  I will have those precise figures confirmed.   

[Supplementary Information No 59.] 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  The table on page 1129 of volume 3 shows a line item of $44 million under new 
works for the infill sewerage program.  Will the minister outline the country towns for inclusion in that program 
of works? 

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  Yes.  Busselton, Eaton, Carnarvon, Mandurah, Albany, Little Grove, Geraldton, Capel 
and Margaret River, and there are a number of potential unplanned minor main extensions in a variety of country 
regions. 

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:  I will refer to some other members.  The agreement is three questions, but I will 
come back to the member. 

Hon JON FORD:  I refer to the 2004-05 Economic and Fiscal Outlook.  On page 228 in the second paragraph 
there is a reference to the decision to freeze the Water Corporation’s residential water, sewerage and drainage 
charges in 2004-05.  Will the minister give us the details of the benefits to customers of that freeze? 

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  The average residential customer, who is said to be using 300 kilolitres of water per 
annum, is $19.30 better off as a result of the price freeze.  After taking into account inflation, the price freeze is 
the equivalent of a $12.5 million reduction in charges in 2004-05.  Taken with the Government’s decision to 
freeze other costs that impact on families, the overall package provides a substantial benefit, and this is part of 
that package. 

Hon JON FORD:  On page 1129 of volume 3, a line item of the completed works that deals with the distribution 
network has an allocation of $162.1 million.  Could the minister give us some detail on that particular work?   

[5.10 pm] 

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  This is referring to the proposed expenditure on the distribution network.  I will 
answer the member’s question by reference to the metropolitan area, and also the non-metropolitan area, to save 
Hon Murray Criddle the trouble of having to ask me a question about the non-metropolitan area.  In the 
metropolitan area, expenditure will be made on automation and centralisation of water treatment plants; 
Gnangara reservoir; Perth main sewer rehabilitation; Wungong Dam chemical facility upgrade; Woodman Point 
waste water treatment plant; Cape Peron line enhancement; and a centralised bio-solids storage facility - I will 
not elaborate on that at the moment.  In the non-metropolitan area, expenditure will be made on the Kalgoorlie 
additional storage reservoir; goldfields and agricultural water supply farmland reticulation pipeline replacement; 
expansion of the De Grey bore field; a pipe at Lakes Road in Mandurah for the link with the Harvey-Stirling 
trunk main; a Port Hedland water distribution upgrade; a Kalgoorlie storage pipeline upgrade; Busselton flood 
protection; main conduit locking bar pipe relining; an upgrade of the Boondi pump station; and an upgrade of the 
Koorarawalyee pump station.   

Hon DEE MARGETTS:  I refer to page 1128, which outlines the Water Corporation’s capital works program for 
the next financial year, including the expenditure of $8.5 million for the augmentation of infrastructure for a 
major customer, BHP Billiton at Port Hedland.  What is the total value of that project, and how much of that will 
BHP Billiton contribute?  How many megalitres of water did BHP Billiton consume in the past financial year; 
has there been a difference in consumption over the previous two years; and how much has BHP Billiton been 
charged per gigalitre of water? 

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  I think the member deserves a full answer, so I will take that question on notice. 

Hon DEE MARGETTS:  There are another two parts to the question, so I will put them all on notice together. 

[Supplementary Information No 60.]   

Hon DEE MARGETTS:  I am not sure whether it is specifically mentioned in the capital works program on page 
1128, but with regard to the possible utilisation of a desalination plant by the Water Corporation, which I 
presume is integrated somewhere in those figures, who will be responsible for choosing the power source for any 
future desalination plant?  Will the Water Corporation acknowledge that, as the desalination plant will be 
capable of storing water, it will be an ideal application for renewable energy because, in that case, intermittent 
generation would not be a problem?  Does the Water Corporation admit any conflict in proposing a large point 
source of CO2 emissions to combat the effects of climate change?   

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  As the member will be aware, no decision has been made about a proposed 
desalination plant.  
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Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  Is it at Kwinana?   

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  No decision to proceed has been made.  A decision may or may not be made; it will 
depend on the circumstances.  That matter has been the subject of a number of questions in the House in recent 
times.  That is the accurate answer that has been provided.  What might occur about a decision that has not been 
made is somewhat speculative.  The Water Corporation is a significant consumer of - if I may put it this way - 
greenhouse friendly power generated in Western Australia and wishes to be an even greater consumer of 
greenhouse friendly power.  One of the constraints that the Water Corporation has is the limited number of 
suppliers of that power.  The Water Corporation is very keen to take opportunities to minimise greenhouse 
emissions.  I suggest that it is leading the State in good corporate citizenship.  

I think the honourable member has asked me a question relating to these issues some months ago, early this year.  
It might not have been the honourable member but I suspect it was.  

Hon DEE MARGETTS:  I have a supplementary question.  I have had expressed to me a considerable amount of 
interest from the renewable energy sector that does not necessarily go along with the Water Corporation’s view 
on its ability to provide in this sector.  What scale of power generation is anticipated to be required for the kind 
of desalination plants under consideration?   

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  I think I answered that question some time ago.  I do not recall whether the honourable 
member or someone else asked that question of me.  I think it was a question either asked on notice or during 
question time in the House.  It is not an answer I can give off the top of my head so I will take the question on 
notice.  

[Supplementary Information No 61.]  

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  Does the Water Corporation agree with the findings of the Environmental Protection 
Authority on the Gnangara mound reported in this morning’s The West Australian?  Has funding been allocated 
in this year’s budget for a desalination plant or for the south west Yarragadee water to be piped to Perth?   

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  The honourable member asked a similar question in question time shortly after the 
budget was handed down.  

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  I want it absolutely confirmed.  

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  I confirm my previous answer, which was given on 6 or 7 May; namely, that an 
allocation was made concerning water sources.  I will ask Mr Meinck to give a precise reference. 

[5.20 pm] 

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  Just say yes or no. 

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  Again I confirm the answer I gave previously, but I am happy to confirm it in 
supplementary information so that a precise reference can be given.   

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  There are two parts to the question.   

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  I am sorry, I was concentrating on the second part of the question.  The member asked 
me about the Environmental Protection Authority’s finding.  The board of the Water Corporation has not 
expressed its view to me on that matter.  It would be most unlikely that the board would express its view, as it 
has not met since the finding was handed down.   

[Supplementary Information No 62.] 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  I follow up the minister’s answer to the question on nutrients in the infill sewerage 
program and whether there has been an indication that nutrients have seeped into the Blackwood and Preston 
Rivers.  Has the Government taken that issue on board and will it put infill sewerage programs into the towns 
that affect those river systems, bearing in mind that an officer from the Water and Rivers Commission 
acknowledged the threat to the Blackwood River? 

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  It is not in the current five-year program.  I will not comment on what an officer in 
another portfolio has referred to. 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  Madam Chair - 

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:  Is this a supplementary question? 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  Not on this issue; I want to go back to the first issue. 

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:  I will allow it. 
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Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  On the first issue I raised about the amount of water that was available, the minister 
mentioned two figures of eight and five gigalitres for two dams.   

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  At Wokalup Creek and Samson Brook. 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  Yes. 

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  I said in round figures what I understood to be the appropriate flow of gigalitres as an 
example and that I would endeavour to answer the question as fully as I could at that time, but the question was 
then put on notice.  

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  Has there been a loss of capacity there through the inability to pump from bores 
that were previously pumped from? 
Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  The corporation is provided with an allocation of 158 gigalitres, which is the same as 
the previous year.  The honourable member would be aware that 41 bores have been shut down for 
environmental reasons. 
Hon KEN TRAVERS:  I turn to completed works on page 1129.  A significant amount of money has been spent 
on waste water odour management and some money will be spent on new works for the management of waste 
water odour.  I am particularly interested in how the issues of odour management are being dealt with at the 
Subiaco and Beenyup water treatment sites.  Will any of the $3.5 million allocated to new works be spent on 
completing those works?  If so, how will the corporation remove the perceived odour problems on those sites, 
and are other sites included?   

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  The Beenyup project will be just about completed by the end of this financial year, and 
some $100 000 is anticipated to be expended in the following financial year.  It is hoped that the difficulties with 
respect to Beenyup that affect the good people the honourable member represents will be overcome in the 
relatively very near future.  Regarding Subiaco - 

Hon KEN TRAVERS:  My beloved constituents as well.   

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS: - which, as the honourable member so properly reminds me, he capably represents - 

Hon PETER FOSS:  We were trying not to comment at all.   

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  It is anticipated that the Subiaco project will be substantially completed this financial 
year.  It is anticipated that a relatively small amount of $17 000 will be spent in the following financial year, 
which should complete the project.  The affected residents can look forward in the near future to substantial 
improvements.   

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  A recent briefing by the Water Corporation in my office assured me that the corporation 
plans to commence a program of thinning in the main water catchment.  I could not find money in the budget for 
that program; I obviously cannot provide a page number.  On what date is the program due to commence?   

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:  While the minister is getting his thoughts together, if Hon Paddy Embry intends to 
ask more questions, he may move to the front of the Chamber so the minister and his advisers need not turn 
around to address him.  It also makes it difficult for the Chair and Hansard to follow proceedings with him at the 
back of the Chamber. 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  Shall I move now to hear the answer? 

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  That is not necessary.  The honourable member will forgive me if I do not turn around.  
This question relates to the Wungong Dam pilot project.  Members of this House are active in their questioning.  
Hon Bruce Donaldson asked me a question on this matter not long ago.  I think I wrote to the honourable 
member and provided a full account of what was happening.  A precise date cannot be given for the pilot 
program at this stage because it is still subject to tick off by the Environmental Protection Authority, and a 
degree of community consultation is still being undertaken.   

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  That means not until after the election.   

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I ask the minister whether it is expected that the project will be in the term of this 
budget.  Rather than providing a precise date, can the minister nail it down to the period of this budget?  

[5.30 pm] 

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  That is not within the power of the corporation to determine, but it is hoped that the 
pilot program will be undertaken in the forthcoming financial year, which is the subject of this budget.  It is 
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hoped that the appropriate environmental tick offs and everything else will occur in time for the benefit to be 
received when next winter’s rains fall. 

Hon GEORGE CASH:  My first question relates to lot 16, No 137 Arlunya Avenue, Cloverdale.  I have asked 
the member a number of questions about this lot in recent months.  In the minister’s most recent reply, which 
was on Thursday, 3 June, he suggested that the corporation would be keen to liaise directly with any customers 
who believed that the fences on their properties were not re-erected on the cadastral boundary and invited them 
to contact the corporation.  Could the minister give me the name of the person whom they should contact so that 
this matter can be resolved? 

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  They should contact the acting regional business manager, Mr Larry Mildern.  I think 
it would be appropriate, if the honourable member is open to this suggestion, for officers from the corporation to 
contact him tomorrow to facilitate this matter.  

Hon GEORGE CASH:  That would be satisfactory.  The second issue that I want to raise deals with construction 
reticulation area Morley 26L.  It is part of the reticulation of sewerage in that area.  A constituent of mine claims 
to have suffered a significant detriment as a result of the improper actions of the Western Australian water 
authorities in the laying of the sewerage line.  I want to ask a number of questions about this issue, but this 
matter needs to be resolved and to date my constituent has been pushed from pillar to post by officers of the 
authority.  I consider that the action that has been taken by the authority - that which has been reported to me - is 
most unsatisfactory, and that is the reason for raising this matter tonight.  I will ask one question and put the 
remainder on notice, because my constituents are absolutely determined to get to the bottom of the issue with the 
Water Corporation.  Since the commencement of the infill sewerage program in 1994 - 

(a) Has the Water Corporation kept records of objections made by landowners or occupiers to 
infill sewerage programs? 

(b) Has the Water Corporation advised the Coordinator of Water Services of the number of 
objections, as required under the terms and conditions of its operating licence? 

(c) If not, why not? 

(d) If so, will the minister provide me with copies of the reports made to the Coordinator of Water 
Services? 

(e) If not, why not? 

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  I hope that the answer will be positive.  The honourable member has raised a serious 
issue and I think that question should also be taken on notice.  Is the honourable member referring to the same 
constituent? 

Hon GEORGE CASH:  No, I am not.  The constituent has provided me with a number of questions, which the 
constituent believes will show that the Water Corporation has not kept the requisite records. 

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  I note the honourable member’s point, but is this the same constituent as the one in 
Arlunya Avenue? 

Hon GEORGE CASH:  No, it is a different area.  I will hand that question up along with a number of other 
questions. 

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  Yes, and I will be very interested in the answers. 

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:  The minister has indicated that he will take that question on notice, together with a 
number of other questions that will be tabled by Hon George Cash. 

[Supplementary Information No 63.] 

Hon KEN TRAVERS:  I notice under new works listed on page 1129 of the Budget Statements that there is 
provision for a fleet and plant program.  Does that include a motor vehicle fleet?  

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  Yes, it does.   

Hon KEN TRAVERS:  I was intrigued by that.  My question is similar to a question Hon Giz Watson tried to 
ask.  What does the Water Corporation do to take account of environmental issues when choosing its car fleet?   

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  The Water Corporation increasingly uses four-cylinder motor vehicles and is also 
increasingly acquiring gas-powered motor vehicles.   

Hon KEN TRAVERS:  Is the department having difficulty sourcing four-cylinder gas-powered vehicles?   
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Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  I do not know the answer to that.  I am happy to take that question on notice.   

Hon KEN TRAVERS:  I am happy to chase it up with the minister later.   

Hon DEE MARGETTS:  I refer to page 171 of the Economic and Fiscal Outlook.  In late 2003 the South West 
Irrigation District Growers Cooperative temporarily traded three gigalitres of water with the Water Corporation 
for use in the Perth integrated water supply system.  It is stated that the temporary trade effectively means that 
the Water Corporation will receive an extra three gigalitres of water this year from the South West Irrigation 
District Growers Cooperative, and it also opens the door to the possibility of further water trading in future.  
What does “temporarily trade” mean?  How much did the Water Corporation pay for the three gigalitres?  From 
where is the three gigalitres sourced?  How was it or how will it be transported to Perth and how regular does the 
Water Corporation think this practice will become in the next five years?   

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  This relates to a trade with Harvey Water for two lots of three gigalitres, which is a 
total of six gigalitres.  Temporary means just that; it is not forever.  Nothing was paid.   

Hon DEE MARGETTS:  I know that temporary does not mean forever, but can the minister be more specific?   

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  Access to the Wokalup Creek Dam supply was provided to Harvey Water.  The six 
gigalitres of water were sourced, in part, from the Stirling and Samson Dams.  I think I will get Mr Meinck to 
comment on the intricacies of water flow.  Every time I am asked to explain how water goes from one dam into 
another, I get mixed up.   

[5.40 pm] 

Mr MEINCK:  As the minister accurately said, during winter a pipeline conveys water from Wokalup Creek 
Dam to Harvey Dam.  That allows us to put more water into Stirling Dam; it is a balance.  During summer, 
Harvey Water can pass water from Harvey Dam through the pipeline, rather than through channels that can 
result in losses.  The water can be dropped directly into channels.  It allows Harvey Water to supply their 
customers direct.  It is very much a win-win approach.  The arrangement will last forever. 

Hon DEE MARGETTS:  Does any money change hands? 

Mr MEINCK:  No. 

Hon DEE MARGETTS:  Is it given for a certain amount of time and then given back? 

Mr MEINCK:  Yes. 

Hon BRUCE DONALDSON:  I refer to pages 1128 and 1129, and the $6.6 million that has been allocated to 
improve the aesthetic water quality in selected country towns.  Does the minister have a list of the country towns 
or do I need to put this question on notice?  What does it really mean?  Is it to remove lime from the water or 
something else? 

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  I will try to cover this in summary.  If the honourable member requires more detail, he 
can either contact me or put the question on notice.  It is probably easier for him to contact me afterwards if I do 
not provide sufficient detail.   

The first town is Mt Magnet.  The program is to reduce levels of nitrate and arsenic so as to conform to the 1996 
Australian drinking water guidelines.  Meekatharra is also subject to aesthetic water quality improvement.  It is 
to reduce the nitrate-high hardness and total dissolved salt levels for the inhabitants of Meekatharra.  Cue is also 
to have the aesthetic quality of its water improved.  The nitrate-high hardness and total dissolved salt levels are 
to be reduced for the inhabitants of Cue.  Wiluna is also subject to the same program.  It is intended to reduce the 
levels of nitrate-high hardness and total dissolved salt for the inhabitants of Wiluna.  Yalgoo is subject to 
aesthetic water quality improvements to reduce the nitrate and arsenic levels to conform to the 1996 Australian 
drinking water guidelines.   

The aesthetic water quality Calgon dosing program is to be implemented in a number of rural towns that suffer 
from excessive hardness of water supply, which causes scaling.  Scaling reduces the life of water heating 
appliances.  The water quality in this case is not a health issue but an aesthetic issue of particular concern to 
affected customers.  Calgon dosing reduces the incidences of scaling.  I am advised that it is cheaper than other 
forms of treatment.  I have a list of towns affected by the program.  I noted the honourable member’s interest in 
this because it includes Jurien Bay. 

Hon BRUCE DONALDSON:  Very good. 

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  The towns are Hopetoun, Watheroo - the member will be very pleased when I say 
Cervantes - Bremer Bay, Guilderton, Ledge Point, Lancelin, Sovereign Hill, Seaview Park, Woodridge and 
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Marble Bar.  Laverton is also subject to aesthetic water quality improvements to reduce the nitrate-high hardness 
and total dissolved salt levels for the inhabitants. 

Hon BRUCE DONALDSON:  I refer again to page 1128 and the $15.7 million to enable corporate information 
systems to be renewed and enhanced.  Is the minister able to advise where the money will be spent?  What is the 
Government hoping to achieve?   

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  There are a number of areas of expenditure.  I will just quickly deal with that question 
in the remaining time.  I think other members may wish to ask questions.  Storage management is an ongoing 
operation of the corporation’s storage area networks.  That is part of providing corporate systems to the business.  
Grange enhancement replacement will address high priority change requests across grange modules.  I do not 
think that has anything to do with wines!  It is a customer service system.  It sounds like very good service to me.  
What is referred to as single residential credit amendment relates to headworks.  The Unix server equipment is 
part of providing corporate systems to the business.  Other areas include an electronic document management 
system, Microsoft Windows NT server equipment, personal computer equipment, information technology 
facilities accommodation, printer equipment, telecommunications equipment, what is referred to as SAP 
enhancements and extensions, the grange server equipment - I will find out more about that - the electronic 
business applications and PABX replacement.  What I find very interesting is a switch to Ethernet migration 
from Token Ring.  If the honourable member wants more information on that, I will be very -  

Hon PETER FOSS:  Does the minister mean that they have gone from Ethernet to Token Ring?  Why is that? 

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  That is a good question. 

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:  Hon Peter Foss does not have the call.  If he wants to ask a question, he can 
indicate that and get in the queue.   

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  I will come back to that matter, because I know that Hon Bruce Donaldson, through 
his effective use of voice, asked a very quick supplementary question on behalf of Hon Peter Foss.  What I can 
advise Hon Bruce Donaldson on this issue is that the business is using increasing volumes of electronic 
information and that the local area networks are required to cater for this load.  The switch to Ethernet offers 
greater capacity and proven scalability compared with the existing Token Ring system.  I trust that answers Hon 
Bruce Donaldson’s query.   

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:  I suggest that if any other members have questions that require a long list to be 
read out, they put them on notice.   

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  I refer to page 1129 and the total capital works budget for 2003-04 of $464 million.  
The estimated budget for 2004-05 is $356 million, which is a reduction of more than $100 million.  That is a 
significant reduction in the capital works budget.  I also refer to the budget for the drought response, which is 
reduced from $102 million in 2002-03 to $24 million in 2003-04 and then $900 000 in 2004-05.  Does this mean 
that the drought is over and that there is no need for a drought response?  If that is the case, when will the 
Government get rid of water restrictions in Perth?   

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  The envisaged reduction relates to the completion of work that is being undertaken by 
the corporation on the Burrup.  With respect to the other matters raised by the honourable member, I am sure that 
he looks forward to the recovery of the system, as do I.  Unfortunately, the climate seems to be turning against 
us.   

[5.50 pm] 

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  Why is the drought mitigation budget for this year $900 000, when two years ago it 
was $102 million?  

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  The honourable member will be aware that, as a result of the drought conditions we 
have experienced, particularly in 2001-02 and 2002-03 in which the rainfall was as bad as we have experienced 
since 1914, the Government brought forward a number of projects that were, for the most part, well beyond the 
forward estimates period.  Those projects included new bores and the piping dams of Wokalup and Samson 
Brook.  I think something in the region of $110 million was expended.  In dealing with the drought, the 
Government has, as the honourable member knows, investigated and continues to investigate the position of the 
south west Yarragadee aquifer.  It has put itself in a position whereby, if it should be necessary to make a 
decision on a desalination plant, the Government can cause that to come into place during a two-year period.   

The Government has been very active in dealing with drought issues.  In addition, a two-day sprinkler regime, 
which has been well accepted by the community, was put in place because of a decision by this Government.  
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That is leading to behaviour patterns on the part of the community that are more conservation minded.  I do not 
think that we will ever get back to the days of people having unlimited access to water to waste; I do not think 
that is a good thing.  We live on a very dry continent, as the honourable member knows, and what is being done 
is very responsible.  I point out that issues to do with the south west Yarragadee were touted by former Premier 
Richard Court in 1999.   

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:  I draw members’ attention to the fact that we are very quickly running out of time 
and a number of members have indicated that they would like to ask questions.  I ask that everyone keep the 
questions and answers succinct.   

Hon JON FORD:  The last paragraph on page 1128 under the capital works program states that $6.7 million will 
be spent on the dam safety program.  It also states that the program is responding to the national guidelines for 
large dams, released in 1999.  I am particularly interested in whether the capital works deal specifically with 
public safety, structural safety or industrial safety?  

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  A number of substantial works are being undertaken and - 

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:  I suggest we take that question on notice, and that way the minister can provide 
that detail.   

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  I am happy to provide the detail, but I will briefly mention where the areas are and 
then the balance of the question can be answered on notice, otherwise I will use up all the time.  Substantial 
works are being undertaken at Wellington Dam, Churchman Brook Dam, Canning Dam, Kalgoorlie reservoir 3 - 
two works are being undertaken there - and Munglinup Dam.   

[Supplementary Information No 64.] 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  I refer to the line item for recurrent programs in the table on page 1129, under the 
new works heading.  Next year’s budget is $162 million, almost double the $83.9 million in the 2002-03 
program.  Can the minister explain the need for the large increase, and what will be achieved through that 
program?  If the answer is too long, I will be happy to accept it as supplementary information.  

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  I think I made reference to that item in answer to a question asked by Hon Bruce 
Donaldson.  The honourable member is seeking further details.  It took me some time to answer the question of 
Hon Bruce Donaldson, so insofar as further information has been sought, that question can be answered as 
supplementary information so that the honourable member has a full answer.  

[Supplementary Information No 65.] 

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  I want to finish off on the previous line of questioning, if I may.  The minister 
mentioned that 158 gigalitres had been drawn from bores.  Was that amount of water actually drawn, or was that 
an allocation?  

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  The allocation was 158 gigalitres.  Which year is the honourable member referring to?  
There are two questions: what the allocation was and how much was drawn.  

Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  That is exactly what I want to know - for the past two years.  

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  This year the allocation is 158 gigalitres, and it is anticipated that that is the amount 
that will be drawn.  I suppose I cannot really answer the question about what is actually drawn until the end of 
the financial year, so for the purposes of the Estimates Committee, we will take it as 158, because I cannot 
provide the figure up to 30 June.  In the previous year the amount actually taken was 158 gigalitres, which was 
less than the allocation of 165 gigalitres. 

Hon DEE MARGETTS:  The first paragraph on page 1128 reads - 

The Water Corporation is committed to providing high quality and reliable water services based on the 
principle of sustainable management.  

With this in mind, can the Water Corporation confirm whether a feasibility study is currently being conducted 
into the Nilgin Service Company Ltd?  If yes, when did the study begin, and what is its planned duration?  At 
this stage, what potential is there for the Water Corporation to acquire the Nilgin Service Company?  

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  I regret to inform the honourable member that I am not in a position to provide an 
answer to her question.  It is not a matter that my advisers have any knowledge of, so an answer will be provided 
as supplementary information.  

[Supplementary Information No 66.] 
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Hon DEE MARGETTS:  The Water Corporation has transferred the water distribution side of irrigation schemes 
to grower cooperatives such as the Ord Irrigation Cooperative and the Gascoyne Water Cooperative Ltd.  Does 
the Water Corporation intend to transfer responsibility for water distribution in the south west irrigation district 
to a growers’ cooperative?  If so, what time frame has been given for the transfer of the irrigation scheme and its 
assets?  

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  The Water Corporation does not intend to do that, because it was done some years ago.  
It was the first such transfer, and I am advised that it was completed in 1996 or thereabouts.  It cannot be done 
again, unless the Government intended to confiscate it, which it has no intention of doing.  It has been done.  

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.00 pm 
 


